
FORD COUNTY, IL
  Information based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997 

1997 1992 1987
Farms
  Number 550 613 729
  Acreage 314,806 300,127 297,013
  Average size (acres) 572 490 407
  Median size (acres) 387 N N

Estimated market value average per farm
   Land/buildings (dollars) 1,257,005 789,625 519,051
   Machinery/equip (dollars) 127,629 93,525 71,450

Cropland (acres)
  Total 300,307 288,158 284,319
  Harvested 293,275 274,224 235,461
  Irrigated 693 1,515 D

Agricultural products sold - market value
  ($1,000) 100,090 78,117 67,020
  (dollars avg. per farm) 181,983 127,433 91,935

Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
  (dollars average) 75,314 44,932 29,123

Livestock inventory (number)
  Cattle and calves 4,191 5,824 7,116
  Beef cows 916 1,871 1,845
  Milk cows 255 179 269
  Hogs and pigs 40,048 44,138 39,842
  Sheep and lambs 425 661 1,210
  Layers 13 wks or/older D D D
  Broilers and chicken (sold) D 0 D

Harvested commodities (acres)
  Corn, grain or seed 144,474 138,274 102,627
  Corn, silage or green chop 341 468 1,042
  Sorghum, grain or seed N N N
  Wheat 1,495 260 1,442
  Barley N N N
  Oats N N N
  Rice N N N
  Sunflower seed N N N
  Cotton N N N
  Tobacco N N N
  Soybeans 145,330 133,119 127,522
  Dry edible beans, excl limas N N N
  Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
  Sugar beets for sugar N N N
  Sugarcane for sugar N N N
  Peanuts for nuts N N N
  Hay-alfalfa 1,816 2,543 2,204

Vegetables
  Number of farms 3 11 6
  Acreage 2 368 285



FORD COUNTY, IL  CONT.

Orchards
  Number of farms N N N
  Acreage N N N

Abbreviations/footnotes:
  N represents zero.
  0 represents an insignificant amount.
  D-Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farms.
Source:  USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture 


